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Brief History

John C. Adams investigated in 1850

Located in Rockford, Ill. to be near main
customer (railroad)

Rockford in 1866. Boo!
High Gear in December 1873

Local Investors led by Levi Rhoades and
H. R. Enoch organized in Jan. 1874



History cont.

 Officially licensed on March 1874

e George D. Clark and P.H. Wheeler
(previous Superintendent And Assist.
Super. Cornell W.C. respectively)
supervised construction and purchase of
machinery (1874-1876)

e Cornell Watch Co. employees provided
Initial expertise



Rockford Factory, Rockford lll.




ROCKFORD WATCH FACTORY.



Rockford Factory, Rockford lll.
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Rockford Factory (today) s see




Rockford Factory (today)




History cont.

Watch production began in Feb. 1876.

Company failed in 1896 and reorganized
as Rockford Watch Company, Ltd. in 1901

Discontinued in 1915 (remaining stock

marketed by The lllinois Watch Case Co.
of Elgin, Ill.)

Name transferred to Elgin, Ill. in 1919



Conventional Jeweled Watches

1880 1900 1930

Elgin /700,000 9,000,000 33,000,000
Waltham 1,500,000 9,000,000 27,000,000

Hampden 200,000 1,300,000 4,600,000
llinois 190,000 1,000,000 5,300,000
_ancaster 50,000 150,000 150,000
Rockford 50,000 100,000 1,000,000
Howard 50,000 100,000 250,000
U.S. Marion 20,000 - 20,000
Newark 13,000 - 13,000

Hamilton - 100,000 2,500,000

Source M.C. Harrold, 1984



Watches

Size Models (types) Known Grades Production*

18 10 65 514,933
16 / 62 207,663
12 2 17 49,700
8 2 0 13,100
6 2 8 18,800
0 3 14 48,800

* = approximate Total 938,000




18s Models

Model 1 = Key wind and set Model 2 = Key\stem wind and key set

One case screw Two case screws



Model 7



18s Models

Model 9 Model 10
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16s Models

207,663
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Different Plate Size @412, 12110)

866718
1821176
1921097
1838431
1837213
1835640
866226
1849236
1849236
1893582
1887331
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2 3345 17
2 335 17
1 320 17
2 365 15
Pl 255 17
2 370 21
2 17
2 365 15
2 365 15
2 15
2 15
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Fancy Dials




Fancy Dials

Courtesy Fred Hansen

Courtesy Fred Hansen




Rockford Watch Case Company

e 1872 Rockford Watch Case Co. was
Organized

 Producing cases approx. 1878

e 1878 NW Watch Case Co. (Racine,
Wisconsin) moved to Rockford, lll.






Rockford Watch Case Company

e 1872 Rockford Watch Case Co. was
Organized

e 1878 NW Watch Case Co. (Racine,
Wisconsin) moved to Rockford, Il

« RWCC bought NWWCC 1883



Rockford Watch Case Co Acquires The NW Watch Case Co.
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Rockford Watch Case Company

1872 Rockford Watch Case Co. was
Organized

1878 NW Watch Case Co. (Racine,
Wisconsin) moved to Rockford, llI.

RWCC bought NWWCC in1883

Initiated production (18787)

Sixty employees and $50,000 sales 1880
Closed 1915

Quantity unknown



Rockford Watch Case Factory

1887 - 1895

112-116 N. Main 2" floor




Rockford Marked Cases
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Additional Markings

Found on 0s, 6s, 12s, 16s




Hunter Cases
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Wrist Watches




Wrist Watches Cont.
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Propaganda

ROCKFORD, 11.1.

B |
| 2 Yearo. FL S B Engemved. ... 1

Rockford Gold Filled Watches

Extra Heavy Dials

16 Size Gold Filled 17 Jewel Iraguois
25 Year 0. I 8. B, I Plain or EL L.,
3 Year 0. F.. 5 B B, Engraved.. ..
20 Year 0. F., 5B, B, Plaln or E, T,
20 Year O, F., S, B. B, Engraved... . .

16 Size Gold Filled 15 Jewel
- 20 Year O, I, 8, I, B, Plaln or 1, T

16 Size MK Gold 17 Jewel Iroquaois

| K Solld Gold Swing Ring.............. 35 0O
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Catchy Ads
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Jeweler’'s Handouts




Tip Trays




Gadgets To Promote




Post Cards
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This presentation can be found on Chapter 139 web page

http://sanjacinto139.homestead.com/index.htmi

More detailed article may be obtained at
the Chapter 149 web page research section

http://www.nawcc-ch149.com/pw_dbresearch.html
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