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Time Line of InventorTime Line of Inventor
• Eugene L. Fitch native New Yorker - 1846
• Residence in Minnesota 1869 - Iowa in 

1870
• Dry goods merchant 1880 (Breda, Iowa)
• Bookkeeper (Des Moines, Iowa) 1882 -1885
• Began collecting patents (type writing 

machine, 1880; thread case, 1882; Siphon-
Starter 1883; typewriter shift key, 1886; 
U/L case type spacing 1887; typewriter 
cabinet, 1888



Clock Patent ChronologyClock Patent Chronology

• Introduced clock to attorney (Henry D. 
Williams) 1900

• Time Indicator, application in 1901
• Time Indicator Patent in December 1902
• Problem solving (leaf material, position, 

flipping)
• Final Clock Patent 1903
• Improvements



Time IndicatorTime Indicator’’s Purposes Purpose



From 1901 Patent – external view

Original ConfigurationOriginal Configuration



Original ConfigurationOriginal Configuration

1901 Patent – internal layout showing movement on left



Original ConfigurationOriginal Configuration

1901 Patent – internal view showing movement between leaf assemblies



Additional ConfigurationAdditional Configuration

Early 1903 Patent – side view



Additional ConfigurationAdditional Configuration

Early 1903 Patent – top view with examples of lettering



Later 1903 Patent – Final Form



Later 1903 Patent  – Final Form Top view



Patent to ProductionPatent to Production

• Conrad Herbert, American Ever Ready 
Co. 1903 financed

• Available for sale in 1904
• 40,000 sold
• Clock NO, novelty YES



Clock DescriptionClock Description
• Brass (rectangular) or gilded molded 

metal (round) body with glass (sides)

• Height ~2x > width
• Vertical positioned sets of leaves on 

extended drive shafts
• Time train separate from movement
• Ansonia clock movement (square and 

screw keys)



Original DetailsOriginal Details
• Leaves: metal > celluloid (colors)

• Both sides of leaves (tabs, cards) are 
used for display

• Hour and minutes positions could 
originally be interchanged

• Controller tab on 54-59 min – retaining 
springs

• Early novelty features:  seconds disk; 
water filled; Ads



ModelsModels

• 1  Round
• 2  Rectangular
• 3  Round with cap (mushroom)
• 4  Round with figure



1.  Round

ModelsModels
2.  Rectangular

Beveled glass



ModelsModels
3.  Round with cap (mushroom)



ModelsModels
4.  Round with figurine



Advertising BrochureAdvertising Brochure



Advertising BrochureAdvertising Brochure



Physical FeaturesPhysical Features
(Inscription)

(reversed image)

Movement cover

The Plato Clock
PATENTED

DEC 16,1902-Apr 28,1903

Apr 7,1903-July 7,1903



FeaturesFeatures
(Inscription)

Patent information stamped around base of case



(Leaves)
FeaturesFeatures

Controller tab



(Leaves assembly)
FeaturesFeatures

Note teeth 



(Leaves assembly gearing)
FeaturesFeatures

Note teeth 



(Leaves assembly connector)
FeaturesFeatures

60 leaves / section



(Base – top and bottom)
FeaturesFeatures



(Movement – back side)
FeaturesFeatures



FeaturesFeatures
(Movement – back side upward)



FeaturesFeatures
(Movement – dial side)



FeaturesFeatures
(Movement – dial side)



(Keys)
FeaturesFeatures



FeaturesFeatures
(Additional Components)

Retaining levers and spring stops 

lever

Spring stop



• Fitche’s patent attorney, Henry 
Williams, suggested Plate–o because of 
the plates. (Terwilliger Jr.)

• Nothing to do with Greek Philosopher

Why Why ‘‘PlatoPlato’’ ??



Who Owned What?Who Owned What?

• Did Fitch own the Plato Clock Co.?
• Or did the American Ever Ready Co.?
• Why Ansonia?



Why the ConfusionWhy the Confusion

• Movement cover may or may not have 
imprint (The Plato Clock Co.)

• Movement may or may not have imprint 
(Ansonia)

• Different style winding arbor 
• square and key clip

• square with no key clip
• Threaded arbor with tab key



Non Patented ProductionNon Patented Production

• US only - Patent (1904 to 1906)
• Licensed to French Co. (30 hr and 8 day 

Fitch Clock)
• One French and 3 German non licensed 

pre WW1.
• Josef Mergenhagen (Uhrenfabrik 

Laufamholz Kohler Co.) 8 day 7 j 
(Kohler or Abessi)
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